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Edgcumbe, and 


Sabati 17* die Decemb. 1720. 


Ordered, 


8 1 \H.AT"- the Thanks oo” thes 


Houſe be given to the Re- 
verend Dr. Wilcocks, ſor the 
Sermon Preach'd before this 


Houſe Yefterday, at St. Marga- 


rets Weſtminſter, And that he 


be defired to Print the ſame ; And' 


that Mr. Comptroller, Mr. 
Thomas. 
there- 


D'Ath do ge ht 
with. ä 


Paul Jodrell, 
cr Dom? Com 
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An 


The Increaſe of Ri6uTEOUSNESS the beſt Pre- 
ſervative againſs NATIONAL JUDGEMENTS. 


1. 


SERMON 


Preach'd before the HonourAaBLE 


Houſe of Commons, 
A T 
St. Margaret s Weſtminſter, 


On Friday, Decemb. the 16th. 1920. 
BEING 


The Day appointed by His MAIEST v 


for a General FAs TH and HUmi1L1aT10n for ob- 
raining Pardon of Our Sins and averting God's 
Fudgments ; and particularly for beſeeching G op to 
preferve Us from the PLAOG ve with which ſeveral 
other Countries are at this time Viſited. 
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an 


By Jos EH Wircocks, D. D. 


Chaplain in Ordinary to His MAIESTx. 
LONDON, 


| Printed for TimoTHy CHILDE, at the White 
Hart at the Weſt End of St. Paul's Church- 
Yard. M. DCC. XX. 
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GENESIS Xviii. 32. 


And he ſaid, Oh let not the 
LoRD be angry, and I 
will ſpeak yet but this once: 
Peradventure Ten ſhall be 
found there, And he ſaid, 


IJ will not deſtroy it for Tens 
Sake. 


HES E Words are the Con- 4 
. clufion of Abraham's Expo-. / 
0 A ftulation with GOD con- 
— cerning the intended De- 


Muclien of a notoriouſly wicked 4 
People. That the Cry of Sodom 1 
22 and | 
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Verſe 23. 


Verle 25. 
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and Gomorrah had been great and 
their Sin very grievous was not at 
all diſputed by Abraham ; But wilt 
thou alſo, ſays he, deſtroy the righteous 
with the Wicked, that be far from 
Thee ; to do after this manner, to 
ſlay th: Righteous with the Wicked, 
and that the Righteous ſhould be as 


the Wicked ,, that be far from Thee: 


Shall not the Judge of all the Earth 
do right? 900 


In anſwer to which, without de- 
termining the Queſtion in general, 
Good tells him, That if there were 
in Sodom any confiderable Number 
of righteous Men he would ſpare all 
the Place for their Sakes. From 
Fifty, therefore, which was the Num- 


ber firſt mentioned, Abraham goes on 


ſuppoſing ſtill fewer and fewer till he 


came to Ten, and receiving the ſame 


gracious Anſwer to that Queſtion, 
as he had done to the foregoing, he 
ſollicited no further, but return'd 

unto 


before the Flouſe of Commons, 


unto his own Place ; concluding ei- 
ther that there was that number of 
Righteous there, and that the City 
would be ſpar'd, or that if there. was 


not, it would be unreaſonable to 
ask it. 


N x 

TuE Occafion of the Words be- 
ing thus related, the Application of 
them will be but too eaſy to the 
Bufineſs we are here met about. 
That the Iniquities of our ſinful 
Land are grievous, is what we want 
no Proof of; that the Vengeance of 


Gop is hovering over us we very 
juſtly apprehend ; and the Number: of 


the Righteous in theſe Large and po- 
pulous Kingdoms is, we fear, exceed- 
ing ſmall in proportion the Mul- 
titude of Sinners. From Abraham's 


reaſoning therefore with Gop, and 
the iſſue of it in the Caſe of Sodom, I. 


ſhall for our preſent Inſtruction, de- 
| duce theſe following Obſervations, 
UZ. 


5 
4 


I. Tzar 


7 


” 
* 
I 
44 
v4 
be! 
* 
i% 
Is 4 
* 
5 


8. 


4 Faſt- Sermon Preuch d 8 


I. Taxr tho it wean del 
ſpeaking, be no Breach of Equi- 


ty, if in ſending National Judg- 
ments and Evils ; barely Tem- 
poral, Gop ſhould ſometimes de- 
ſtroy the Righteous with the 
Wicked; yet the Meaſures of 


his Providence in taking Ven- 


geance, are for the moſt part, 


temper'd with fo much Mer- 
cy, as to incline him to ſpare 


Multitudes of Sinners for the 
EE of a few Rooks: 


vas II. Of what Conſequence. 


therefore even a few good Men 


are in the World, and what an 


Advantage Men of true Religion 


are to any Society or Nation. d 


Tux Diſpenſations of Providence 
in Regard to Temporal Judgments, 
ſeem to be under the Direction of 
great Wiſdom ; for ſhould Gop take 


no 


* 
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no Vengeance at all here, it might be 


queſtioned, Whether He took Notice of 
Mens Wickedneſs, whether he had Ho- 
lineſs enough to diſlike, or Power to 
chaſtiſe it; and on the other hand, 
ſhould "iy always let looſe his Wrath 
where it is deſety'd, Men might be 
tempted to argue, that there is no 
other Life but this, nor any Occaſion 
for a future Tryal. 

To guard therefore againſt the 
Cavils of thoſe who would inſinuate, 
That there is no Gop, or no Pro- 
vidence, the . Almighty ſometimes 
makes bare his 1 and ſends down 
upon the Unrighteous viſible and a- 
wakening Judgments, and yet withall 
to ſhew the Expediency of a fu- 
ture State, and of Retributions to 
come, he permits others to go 
unpuniſhed here and to be carried 
to the Grave in Peace, and with out 
any viſible Judgments overtaking them. 
And when it ſeems requiſite, to Gop 
to puniſh: | a finfull 15 ation by lend- 
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ing Sword, or Peſtilence, or any other 
Inſtruments of his Wrath, good and 


bad Met muſt be liable, as to all out- 
ward Circumſtances, to ſhare alike in 


the Calamity. If for Inſtance, they are 


invaded by a conquering Enemy, the 
Condition of Slavery becomes univer- 
fal; if Famine be to rage in the Land, 
the Neceſſities: of good Men being the 


ſame with thoſe of bad, Scarcity and: 


Hung er, will diſtreſs and famiſh both: 
Alike: & if the Peſtilence be to diffuſe it- 
ſelf, all that breath the ſame Air, feed 
on the ſame Diet and have like Conſti- 


tutions, will be equally ſubject to fall 


before it. 


Ir is true indeed, that Gop might, 
by a miraculous Interpoſal make a 
Difference, and ſo perhaps He oſten 
does, without our diſcerning it ; but 
there is no Occafion for his doing ſo 
to vindicate his Juſtice; temporal Pro- 
ſperity being Matter of mere Favour 
from Providence 2 and what good 


Men 
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Men can claim no Right to: For the 


Bleſſings which Religion promiſes are 
of a Spiritual Nature, its Treaſures 
are inviſible, and the Kingdom which 
it ſpeaks of, and the Crown it of- 
fers, are ſuch as Fleſh and Blood can- 
not inherit. Nay, were temporal Evils 
to be always look'd' upon as a ſure 
Mark of Gop's Diſpleaſure, yet even 
upon this Suppoſition, the Divine 
Providence might involve good Men 
in National Judgments without the 
Charge of Injuſtice; becauſe tho 


ſome Men are better than others, 


yet the very beſt deſerve Correcti- 
on and Puniſhment at Gow's Hands. 


To argue therefore in any Calamity 
befalling a great many at once, That 
there were no righteous Men amongſt 
them, or that it there were, Gop's 
Providence muſt be blind, and his Way 
unequal, is inconcluſive Reaſoning, and 
to aſſert it krom the Text is falſe 
Doctrine; ; for we find no Deciſion gi- 
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ven to the Queſtion: in general, Whe- 
ther to deſtroy the Righteous with 
the Wicked, were inconſiſtent with 
the Divine Juſtice ; it being only ſaid, 
That in that particular Caſe, and 
upon Abraham's. Interceſſion, had So- 


dom had Ten good Men in it, Gop 


would have ſpar'd it; not that he 
was obligd to do. ſo in Juſtice, but 
inclined in Mercy. 


Ann indeed, the Meaſures of Gop's 


Providence in taking Vengeance, are 


for the moſt part, temper'd with ſo 
much Mercy, as to incline Him to 
fpare Multitudes of Sinners for the 
Sake of a few Righteous. When the 
Fraelites had offended. God to ſuch a 
degree by worſhipping the Molten 
Calf, that his Wrath wax'd hot, and 
he was ready to conſume them, for 
Moeſes's Sake he with-held his Hand, 
and repented of the evil which he 
thought to do unto them. In like man- 
ner Potiphars Houſe, and Pharaoh's 
8 7 Kingdom 
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Kingdom proſperd on account of 
Joſeph, and a Bleſſing was brought 
upon the Arms of Saul for David's 
Services. And-it was by reaſon of the 
Land's Trefpaſhng very grievouſly 
that the Word of the Loo declar'd by 
Ezekiel, That when Famine, noiſome 
Beaſts, Sword or Peſtilence, or any o- 
ther Inſtrument of Gop's Fury ſhould 
be ſent againſt it, Tho Noah, Daniel 


and Job were in it they ſhould deliver Rrekial. xiv: 


but their own Souls by their Righteouſneſs, 
Which Declaration as it ſhew'd that 
particular Sentence to be irreverſible, 


ſo it was an imply'd Conceſſion, that in 


all ordinary Caſes it was otherwiſe; 
and that generally ſpeaking ſuch 
good Men did turn away the. Di- 
vine Wrath from a wicked Land, 
and preſerve others 7 their Righte- 
ouſneſs. * 


Or 4 nee e 
may we juſtly inferr, that even a few 
el Men are in the World, and 


what 
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what an Advantage Men of true Re- 
ligion are to any Society or Nation? 


Ix the Eſtimations of worldly Wiſ. 
dom, Men are apt to argue the 
Happineſs of a People, from their 
Numbers, Riches, Power, Skill or In- 
duſtry; but one who conſiders the true 
Springs of Gopꝰ's Providence would rea- 
ſon at another Rate, and conclude, up- 
on ſurer Grounds, That the Glory of 
a Land is its Religion, and its Happi- 
neſs to be judg'd of by the Number of 
holy and upright Men who ſerde Gon 
in it. For tho the Circumſtances of 
ſuch put them in no Capacity of Pub- 
lick Service, they have an Intereſt with 
Him, who ruleth over all and is * 
than the liger. 

In this Senſe PIER and in its In- 
fluence, the ſpeculative and retir'd Life, 
may be the moſt active; the Devotion 
of ſome in their Cloſets, may give a 
Providential Turn to the Debates and 
45 Reſolutions 


before the Houſe of Commons. 
Reſolutions of others in Council; by 
this, even, Kings may reign, and Princes 
decree Fuſtice, the Happineſs of Nati- 
ons may be ſecur'd os increas'd, their 
fecret Enemies be diſappointed, and 
their avow'd ones flee before them.. 


Ax this Reflection may greatly 
help to eaſe the Minds of good Men, 
and to humble and confound bad ones; 
the former may ſatisfy themſelves that 
in any Condition of Life, while they 
are dutiful to Gop, they may, tho” 
unknown to themſelves, be Publick Be- 


nefactors; and the latter can ne'er be 


ſure but that the pious Man whom 


they ſet at nought, and the Service of 


Gov, which they make a Mock at, 
may be the true and only Cauſe of. 
all their Proſperity. | 


No if che Caſe be thus; ; can the 
ud of a Nation be better ſhewn, 
or more uſefully employ'd than in pro- 
mating the Fear of Gop, and the In-- 


fluence - 
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ſluence of Religion? Can our earthly 
Rulers more effectually conſult even the 
Temporal Happ poets of their Subjects, 
or be the Miniſters of God to them for, 
a greater, Good, than the obtaining 
Bleſſings for their Dominions and them- 
ſelves, by making uſe of all the proper 
Methods of turning many unto Righteouſ- 
neſs. To preſerve Peace on Earth is 
indeed the End of their Inſtitution, and 
the. Buſineſs of their Office, but the 
Character they bear, and the Dignity 


they are inveſted in, does. but. increaſe 
their Obligation to countenance God's 


Publick Worſhip, by an exemplary 
Piety ; as they are the Subſtitutes and 
Vicegerents of God, and ordain'd of 
Him, as their Rank ar Station in this 

World is allotted them by His Provi- 
dence, the Diſtribution of all their Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, and every A& 
of their Authority may lawfully, and 
with Honour, be directed to the ſet⸗ 
ting forth of His Glory. 


Bur 


Before the Houſe of Commons, 


Bur while we thus account for 
the Methods of Providence here on 
Earth, we muſt beware of carrying this 
Argument further than it will hold, by 
ſuppoſing, that the ſame Face of Af. 
fairs is to continue when this World 


is at an end. For it is only here that 


the Sins of the Wicked can involve 
the Righteous in Calamities; or t hat 
the Piety of a few holy Men can 
ſcreen a Multitude of Sinners : Cir- 
cumſtances hereafter will be quite o- 
therwiſe, when there comes to be no 
Diſtinction of Nations or Societies; 
when all Civil and Political Relati- 
on is at an end, and the Kindreds 


and Languages of the Earth are diſ- 


ſolv'd into a State of Independency. 
Every Breaſt will then be taken up 
with a ſeparate Intereſt, each Offender 
will ſtand ſingle, be try'd alone, and 
receive a perſonal Sentence, 


* | Tax 


* 
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Tux Wheat and the Tares which 
took Root in the ſame Soil, which 
ſprang up and grew together by the 
ſame Showers, and the ſame Sun's In- 
fluence, will at the Harveſt of the 
World, have a final Separation. The 
Sheep and the Goats which fed to- 
gether, and enjoy'd equally the 
Shepherd's Care here, will then be 
put aſunder, and the one ſet on the 
Right Hand for Honour, and the 
other on the Left for Diſhonour. 
Even Abraham, Sodom's Advocate in 
the Text, will then Reaſon in a dif- 


ferent Strain, and urge, as he did 


in the Caſe of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus, That between the Bleſſed and 
the Miſerable there is a wide Gulf 
fix'd, which neither the one nor the 
other can paſs over ; that they are 
never again to ſhare Happineſs or 
Calamities in common, but muſt re- 
main excluded from all Intercourſe by 


Having 
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Havino thus obſerv'd how God's 
Providence might deal with Cities 
and Nations in Juſtice ; how He 
commonly does deal by them in 
Mercy, and of what Conſequence a 
few good Men are in the World; a 
due Reflection thereupon, will furniſh 
our Minds with a ready Explication 
of ſome Occurrences in the Courſe 
of God's Providence, which are apt 
to perplex and diſcourage good Men, 
and to make Sinners grow daring. 
Does God tell Abraham, that for the 
Sake of Ten Righteous he would 
overlook the Provocations of a popu- 
lous City, would let it ſtill flouriſh 
and enjoy the Comfort of his Bleſ- 
ſings, tho' the Cry of their Iniquity 
was great, and their Sin grievous ; 
how applicable an Iuſtruction is this 
to the Governors of this World not 
to be diſcourag'd from the Exerciſe 
of a Pablick Spirit for want of a 

C 2 Pub- 
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Publick Acknowledgment; but to bear, 
like Providence, with the Murmurs 
and Ingratitude of the major Part, 
and be contented to conferr Benefits 
at large, and to throw away graci- 
ous Offices upon many undeſerving 
Men, for the fake of their lighting 
upon ſome good Ones? 


Do we ſee Cities and Nations 
abandon'd to all Vice, and polluted 
with every Sin of Sodom, and yet no 
Vengeance from above, no Fire from 
Heaven pour'd down upon them, 
and may we not conclude that they 
are ſpar'd at the ſecret Interceſhon of 
ſome Abraham, and for the Sake of 
a few Righteous ? Do Sinners proſper 
in the World, have they Riches in 
Poſſeſſion, do neither their Deceit 


nor Injuſtice root them out of the 


Earth nor blaſt their Credit ? And 
may. it not be argu'd, That they are 
permitted to thrive, by the Bleſſing 

| and 
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and for the Benefit of à Relation or 
Dependent; for ſome good Man's 
Sake who relies upon and ſubſiſts by 
them, muſt be a Sharer in their Miſ- 


fortunes, and be cruſh'd in their 
Ruins ? 


IN the Method of Gop's Govern- 
ment of the World, the Point in 
view, is always to conſult the Wel- 
fare and Benefit of the Whole, to 
let looſe or reſtrain his Vengeance, 
not with reſpe& to the Offenders 
themſelves, nor in Proportion to their 
Crimes; but as immediate Judgment, 
or Forbearance, will beſt anſwer the 
Purpoſes of his general Defign, as all 
Things confider'd, and in the main, 
the Intereſt and good Government of 
the World may make it requifite. 
Happy were it could our earthly Ru- 
lers copy after- that unerring Wif- 
dom; could the Reſentments of 
paſſionate Man be calmly regulated 


by 


30 
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by a like Conduct, and his Juſtice 
and judgment ſo executed after the 


Example of Providence, as to ter- 


minate always in the common Be- 
net. 


WraTEVER our National Deſerts 
have been, our Publick Affairs have 
for many Years been ſo proſperous, 
that from the beginning of the pre- 


ſent Reign to this Time, all our ex- 


traordinary Occaſions of addreſſing 


_* ourſelves to Go p have been for 


Praiſe and Thankſgiving. The Ho- 
nour of the Briti/h Throne has ſcarce: 
ever been at an higher Pitch of 
Glory for ſuccouring diſtreſsd Na- 
tions, and reſtraining unjuſt Powers 
from invading the Rights of others, 
and diſturbing the repoſe of Chriſten- 
dam. The Ballance of Europe, by an 


able Adminiſtration. ſtill hangs upon 


the Britih Sceptre, and its Auxiliary 
Fleets continue to give Law from the 
Frozen 
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Frozen to the Torrid Zone, and even 
as far as the Seas themſelves are 
ſpread upon the Globe. And while 
we are celebrated Abroad as the 
Guardians of injur'd Nations, the 
Scourge and Terror of Oppreſſors, 
we have the Happineſs to be bleſs'd 
at Home with as full an Enjoyment 
as we can with for, of our Religion, 
Laws, and Liberties. And even in 
this our Day of Dejection, that 
which brings us together now to 
proſtrate ourſelves and deprecate the 
Wrath of Gop in Chriſtian Sack- 
cloth and Aſhes, i. e. with Weeping, 
Faſting and Praying, is rather the 
Senſe and Apprehenſion of what our 
Neighbouring Nations ſuffer, than any 
Strokes of Divine Vengeance we yet 
feel ourſelves. 


IT is true, that we are not with- 
out our Difappointments and Uneaſi- 
neſſes, the pleaſing Hopes and too 
enger 


24 4 Falt.Sermon - Preachd 


eager: Defires of Gain have held us for 
a Time under ſtrong Deluſions; after 

Flattering ourſelves in a Golden 
| Dream, that we were heaping up im- 
menſe Treaſures, and poſſeſſing our- 
ſelves of endleſs Wealth, we are diſ- 
ſatisfy d, now we are awake again, 
that thoſe imaginary Riches have not 
prov'd real Ones, But as among 
private Perſons the Way to Judge of 
any one's Condition, is to view it with 
that of other Men; ſo the. Proſperity 
of Nations and 8 will be beſt 
eſtimated by a Compariſon. And if 
we caſt our Eyes over the ſeveral 
States of Europe, we ſhall find that 
the Evils which we complain of are 
ſuch only as the happieſt of our Neigh- 
bours ſhare in common with us; but 
if we take a View of others, what 
Scenes of Deſolation by Fire and 
Sword may we behold in a Northern 
and once flouriſhing Kingdom? What 
cruel Devaſtations and Ravages has 


the 
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the Wild Boay out of the Foreſt been 


making with more than Gothic Bar- 
barity? 


Is we turn our Eyes Southward, 
where the deſtroying Angel has been 
pouring out the Vials of God's Wrath 
upon Thouſands, and Ten Thouſands ; 
where the Peſtilence ſtill walketh in Dark- 
neſs, and the Sickneſs waſteth at Noon- 
day, how miſerable a SpeQacle muſt 


25 


that deſolate Land afford, and that 


once joyous City, whoſe Merchants, as 
the Prophet ſays of Tyre, were Princes, 
and whoſe Traffickers were the Honourable 


of the Earth? And while Sword and 


Peſtilence have afflicted theſe unhap- 
py Quarters of Europe from the one 
Sea to the other, we have been a- 
larm'd from the Center of it by La- 
mentations, and Mourning, and Wae- 
Our injur'd Brethren of the Reform- 
ed Religion being weary'd by Op- 
preſſion, and finding the Yoke of 

D their 


14 


Iſaiah xxiii, 


26 


'A Faſt-Sermon Preach'd 
their Bondage become inſupportable, 
have ſo loudly implor'd Succour of 
the Supreme Defender of the- Faith, 
as to engage our Sovereign's Coun- 
cils, His moſt powerful Interpoſal, 
and even his Perſonal Appearance 
Abroad, to animate the Proteſtant 


Powers in aſſerting their Rights and 


Privileges, and withſtanding the 
Encroachments of an Aibitrary and 
Perſecuting Spirit. 


For what Reaſons we are thus 
diſtinguiſh'd by the Care of Provi- 
dence, and have not ſhared in the 


.Calamities which thefe unhappy Re- 


gions of Europe have been groaning 
under, 1s to us a Secret: To look 
upon it as the Reward of our ſu— 
perior Holineſs, would be great Va- 
nity ; and to charge the | ſuffering 
Nations with having been Sinners 
above al] others, would be unchari- 
table. It is moſt likely, that by the 
29880) Prayers 
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Prayers, and for the Sake of the 
Righteous within our Gates, the 
Scourge of Go p is with-held for a 
Seaſon, and his Vengeance delay'd 


only, and that except we repent, we ball 
all likewiſe pe ri/h. 


To avert which, we can take no 
better Courſe, than by a fincere and 
thorough Reformation, by endea- 
vouring to become worthy of the 
Continuance of that indulgent Pro- 
vidence which has hitherto watch- 
ed over us. To which End, Profa- 
neſs and Infidelity, ſhould be every 
where diſcountenanc'd, the Honour 
and Service of Go p be duly re- 
garded, and all poſſible Increaſe be 


made of the Number of the Righ- 


teous, that we may have Advocates 
in the Day of Diſtreſs to ſtand, like 
Moſes and Phineas, in the Gap, and 
ſo ſtay the Deſtroying Angel, that 
tho' a Thouſand fall befide us, and Ten 

N D 2 Thouſand 
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Plalm xci, T houſand at our Right Hand, there may 


no Evil happen unto us; neither any 
PLAGUE come nigh our Dwelling. 


WHATEVER Political or Religi- 
ous Differences have, on other Oc- 
caſions, hinder'd the Offering our 
joint Petitions in the Houſe of Gop 
as Friends, there can be no Excep- 
tions made to the Penitential Exer- 
ciſes we are now employ'd in, nor 
any Diſaffection to cool the Ferven- 
cy of our Prayers. Ephraim and 
Manaſſeh, as well as Judah, the Stran- 
ger within our Gates, they who fa- 
vour not our Sion,' nor the Peace of 
our Feruſalem, are however equally 
intereſted in theſe Sacrifices. 


| Waitz we have hanging over 
our Heads that dreadfull Reconci- 


ler, and moſt formidable of all the 


Stores of Divine Vengeance, our Con- 
tention and Enmity ſhould ceaſe on 


Earth ; 
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Earth; we ſhould concurr, at leaſt, as 
we may conſiſtently, with differing 
Opinions, in reforming the Errors 
of our Lives, and clothing ourſelves 
with Innocence, Integrity, and Vir- 
tue. So ſhall we diſengage ourſelves 
from the vile and miſchievous Sug- 
geſtions of Envy, Prejudice and [ll- 
nature ; and from Avarice that fatal 
Root of the Evil we fo heavily com- 
plain of, and of another Calamity, 
which we would as induſtriouſly con- 
ceal, and which equally ought to 
be lamented, our corrupt and merce- 


nary Practices. 


Wr can ufe no Words that will 
better expreſs our true Caſe than 
thoſe of the Prophet to the Jews; 


Behold the Lord's Hand is not fhortned 14. r. , + 
that it cannot ſave ; neither his Eay »* 


heavy, that it cannot hear: But our Ini- 
quitics have ſeparated between us and 
our God, and our Sins have hid his 


Face 


* 
3 
— 


Iſa. Iv. 6, 7. 
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Face from us, that he will not © hear ; 
For our Lips have ſpoken Lies, and our 
Tongue hath muttered Perverſeneſs. Our 
Tranſgreſſions are multiplied before God, 
and our Sins teſtify againſt us: for our 
Tranſgreſſions are with us, and as for 


our Iniquities we know them. 


AND if we find this to be our 
Diſtemper, the ſame inſpir'd Perſon 
will direct us to the Remedy. Seek 
ye, ſays he, the Lord, while he may be 
found, call ye upon him while he is 
near. Let the Wicked forſake his Way, 
and the unrighteous Man . his Thoughts : 
and let him return unto the Lord, and 
He will have Mercy upon him, and to 
our God, * ag mill rn Par- 


don. 


TAAT we may therefore become 
truly ſenſible of our great Danger, 
and uſe theſe proper Means for 
our Preſervation, and that our En- 


deavours 
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deavours may be crown'd with Suc- 
cels, 


GoD of his Infinite Mercy 
grant, for the Sake of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
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